
KEITH’S WALK 
THROUGH LIFE 

Keith John Brooke 
6 April 1936 – 27 September 2012 



Keith was born in Barnet, 
Hertford but spent most of 
his years in England in 
Cheam. 



When he was 10 
or 12 his family 
moved to South 
Africa and settled 
in Kroonstad 
which was a huge 
learning curve for 
him, having to 
learn Afrikaans.  



Here he 
developed his 
love for 
rowing, 
particularly in 
Fours Sculling. 



He was in the Senior 
Reserve Crew in 1953 for 
Kroonstad Rowing Club at 
17 years of age. 



The family then moved to 
Northern Rhodesia and 
settled in Livingstone where 
Keith joined Freemasonry.  
Keith did his apprenticeship 
in telecommunications in 
Salisbury where he met up 
with Sid Baird & Nick 
Aloupis with whom he has 
been in contact with right 
through life.  He also got 
involved in power boat 
racing and saw Rhodesia in 
its prime. 



Whilst on holiday in Cape Town, he met Elfriede Bindemann whom 
he married in 1962.  Soon after, they moved to Oranjemund where 
their three children were born.  Elmari lives in Cape Town, Stephen 
in Holland and Sean in Scotland. 



Keith loved his sports, playing golf, hockey and squash.  He was active 
in the Camera Club, the Yacht Club, the Wild Life Society and the 
Caravanning Club. 



He was also brave enough 
to participate in  local 
Variety Concert. 



In 1983 he divorced Elfriede 
and later married Angela 
Greathead who was 
teaching in Oranjemund. 

About 15 years ago, his only 
sibling, Joan, died. 

Keith was very involved 
with Optima Lodge where 
he held office for many 
years.  



Keith was wonderful in 
supporting Angie’s 
squash coaching and 
took the school children 
on tours to Cape Town, 
Johannesburg and the 
Garden Route. 
 
Whilst in Oranjemund, 
Keith himself was 
awarded SWA colours 
for squash. 



Many weekends were spent camping in the Richtersveld, often on the banks of the 
Orange River. 



Some wonderful times were had there and some scary experiences such as when the 
Landrover battery went flat in the middle of nowhere and Keith had to walk for 
about 12 hours to try to find help. 







In 1991 Keith went on 
retirement and 
moved to George 
where he and Angie 
lived for 12 years.  He 
had a small business 
supplying dog food to 
the Southern Cape 
vets.  In hi spare time 
he played squash and 
represented the 
Southern Cape 
Veterans at various 
tournaments around 
the country. 



Their beach house nearby, in Tergniet, was their favourite spot, 
where many hours were spent on the beach with their dogs whilst 
collecting oysters in the tidal pools. 







In 2002 Keith 
moved to Cape 
Town, where Keith 
could continue in 
his Freemasonry 
and also be closer 
to his daughter, 
Elmari.  He dearly 
missed not seeing 
his sons and 
grandchildren who 
live overseas. 



The years passed by so 
quickly.  Keith enjoyed life 
and always tried to see the 
funny side of things. 
 
I think he will always be 
remembered for his quirky 
sense of humour and 
maybe he has now finally 
found his “TO-IT”. 


