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As far back as | can recall, | have called the beautiful and magnificent town of Oranjemund my home,
needles to mention that a lot has changed over the years (CDM era to date). As some bloke once put it,
“change itself is the only constant we are assured of in life.”

Most of the changes we have seen deployed of recent have been strategic and were necessitated by the terrible turn of events
that took place on the world’s financial stage. Subsequent to these undesirable events, there are a number of residents that have
succumbed to a sense of hopelessness, they couldn’t care less what happens to our beloved town, they mess up empty houses
and dump household waste and garden refuse in places not designated for that purpose.

This, as most of you will agree with me, is not the right stance to adopt, we can’t abandon all hope and allow decay and
lawlessness to preside over our town.

The culture of dignified "Oranjemunders" over the years has always been that of caring for each other and being proud of that,
which makes us unique. Driving through town, you might have noticed that there is a wind of change sweeping across this place,
people are cleaning up, OTMCo is communicating a positive message to all residents that echoes the same sentiments.

It is against this back drop, that inspiration was derived by the local Rotary club, to say, “Enough is enough”, if we can’t start with
ourselves to make a tangible difference for our town, who will?

On Saturday the 6" of February, members of our community came together at the 5" Avenue park to make their contribution in
rehabilitating our town, by mending and painting the apparatus the children play on. Notably, the children showed up in numbers
to make their mark. Let me take this opportunity to thank the following people for assisting us.

Every single one of these people are heartily

Oranjemund Private school NAMDEB _ thanked for availing themselves and sacrificing
Mr. D Meyer, Mrs. J. Diergaardt Mr. M. Mundell, Mr. W Teichert, their time to help, giving back to your community
Josia Haipinge, Jason Diergaardt, Mr. P. Schoeman, Mr. F Da Rocha, is commendable and admirable

Amanda van den Westhuisen, Mr. W Handunge, Mr. S Kafita

Jacques Beukes, Asser Dumeni, . The positive energy seams to be spreading like
Alpheus Mavuna, Tinna Angula, Local Businesses wild fire, it has already ignited the emotions of
Michelle Farrell, Inge lipinge, Andre Leon Jochimsen church groups and youth gatherings, who are
Andriette Viviers, Romano Jason Amutenya - Ongushu pledging their allegiance to the cause and have
Dle'rggardp Zeena Besslnger, , requested help in facilitate similar events at
Abigail Tait, Mweya Ruider, and Rotary International other parks in town.

Mwuye Ruider. Mr. T Bessinger, Mrs. T Negongo,

. Mr. A. Shanyenge Mr. N. Nhinda, We challenge everybody out there to make
Community Members Miss. A Gebhard their positive mark on Oranjemund, be it your
Mr. L. Gldeqn, Miss. C. Rls_pel garden or the grass patch adjacent to your
Mr. E. Marais Mrs. T. Marais OTMCo residence. If your garden is already in a great

Mrs. E. Kamutuezu state, offer to plant a new tree and keep it
watered.

Remember that, gone are the days of asking what NAMDEB can do for you, we need to take ownership of this, soon to be
proclaimed town and make it our mainstay.

Let us maintain this momentum and good energy, Oranjemund needs us.

Naftal Negongo Jnr
Rotary International




