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Told by traindriver stationed at Luderitz ; -
 Years ago ,  long bofore 1952 when Kolmanskop was closed due to dwindling production , Mr Gunther Rhorer the train driver who  worked the  line between Keetmans and Luderitz  , regurally transported  livestock  and water from up north to Kolmanskop station , from where the cattle was taken to  the CDM abattoir   .  The rail cars were left  at Kolmanskop station for CDM to fetch and offload  .  On the return journey to Keetmans the empty trucks  were hitched again at Kolmans station and taken back to where it was needed . 
Gunther  was a keen gardener , He baught redundant  rail sleepers , that was reclaimed from the narrow gauge line to Pomona  . He paid the royal sum of one shiling per sleeper and built flower boxes about a meter sq each  . He used a mix of sand and seaweed that he got from mr Castle the owner of the seaweed fertiliser factory .  He sold carnations at one shilling a piece to supplement his salary that he got from the railway .  He really wanted  to get some of the manure from the cattle trucks for his flower boxes  . So he organised with the station master , Mr Gert Schulze and the yard chargehand , a Ovambo with the name of Benjamin to fill a few bags with manure for him . Benjamin would not take the bags he offered and said that he has got a shed full of secondhand hessian bags . [ Ex CDM ]
The next week when he returned from Keetmans , Benjamin had filled about 60 x 10 kg  bags with manure.  Ten time more than he asked for  .  The bags were already loaded on a boogie destined for Luderitz station .
When Gunther arrived at Luderitsz station , he was apprehended by the railway superintendant and two other men . He soon learned that they were security officers from CDM . The charge was that he stole the bags and manure as well ,  from CDM at the Kolmanskop station   . 
But the second  in charge  at the Luderitz station , a certain mr Sieben ,  phoned headquaters in Wndhoek  . From them he learned that the manure must go back with the empty railway trucks to Aus , where a washing facilitry was available . The runoff water / manure mix was given free of charge to the nursery there  , who in turn would supply  the railways , free of charge ,  with shrubs to beautify the raiway station . 
The cards were now in the hands of the defandants  . Because on investigation , it was leaned that  some one  took the manure and sold it to residents  , and  the proceeds were for their own pockets . 
The Railway supt.  then announced that he would take the matter up with the GM  at Kolmanskop  . The case  was dropped , and Gert could keep  the manure . As it was much more than he needed , he gave away to others , for their potted plants 
