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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) 
 

PROPOSED BASE GRAVEL QUARRY ACTIVITIES IN ORANJEMUND TOWN, //KARAS 
REGION 

JULY 2014 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Aim of this Document 
The aim of this Background Information 
Document (BID) is first and foremost to 
provide Interested and Affected Parties 
(I&APs) with information about the 
proposed Project and give opportunity to 
comment and provide input. Secondly, it is 
to inform I&APs of the commencement of 
the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) and provide opportunity to register as 
an I&AP to the Study. 
 
You are hereby invited to register as an 
I&AP and raise issues/concerns and 
provide input on the Study and Project as 
briefly explained below. 

Please direct all comments to Urban 
Green cc. 
 
Tel: +264 – 61 300 820 
Fax: +264 – 61 401 294 
Email: urbangreen@iway.na 
Postal Address: PO Box 11929, Klein 
Windhoek 
 
Please provide our office with your 
comments by 6 August 2014. 
 
Please clearly state the name (BASE 
GRAVEL QUARRY ACTIVITIES) of the 
Project, as indicated on the top of the 
page, on all correspondence. 

 

 

 

mailto:urbangreen@iway.na
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The //Karas Regional Council has as part 
of the Targeted Intervention Program for 
Employment and Economic Growth 
(TIPEEG), allocated funds for the extension 
of Oranjemund Town’s sewer, water and 
electrical reticulation networks, as well as 
the provision of storm water infrastructure 
and gravel roads for the townships of Kudu 
Gas, NAMDEB and Extension 4A.  As part 
of the construction of the mentioned 
services, base gravel is required, which will 
be obtained from three pre-identified areas 
(i.e. new quarries/borrow pits). 

As per the recommendations of the 
Feasibility Study and in line with Namibia’s 
Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 
2007), an Environmental Clearance 
Certificate should be obtained for the 
activity of ‘quarrying’ as it triggers certain 
listed activities (Government Gazette No. 
29 of 2012). 

Urban Green cc has accordingly been 
appointed as the Independent 
Environmental Assessment Practitioners 
(EAP) to apply for the Environmental 
Clearance Certificate with the 
Environmental Commissioner and 
undertake the EIA as per the requirements 
of the Environmental Management Act (No. 
7 of 2007) and Environmental Impact 
Assessment Regulations (Government 
Gazette No. 30 of 2012). 

In line with Regulation 21(2), this Background 
Information Document is distributed to pre-
identified Interested and Affected Parties as 
part of the public consultation process for this 
Environmental Impact Assessment. 

 

 

THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

The Concept 

The Project entails the extension of existing 
municipal services to service the townships of 
Kudu Gas, NAMDEB and Extension 4A, for 
which purpose  base gravel is required, which 
will be obtained from three pre-identified areas 
(i.e. new quarries/borrow pits).  The three 
quarries will serve both the immediate need 
(for the current project) as well as for future 
construction activities requiring base material. 

Site Locality 

Two of the proposed quarries are situated 
within Oranjemund Town and Townlands, 
while the other is situated within the Namdeb 
Mining Area and by default also in the 
Sperrgebiet National Park. 

The two quarries situated within the 
Townlands are located to the south-east and 
eastern end of Town, while the quarry within 
the Namdeb Mining Area is situated to the 
north-west of Town (see appendix A). 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC BASELINE 

The town of Oranjemund is a sustainable and 
well-maintained urban area providing in the 
various activities and services.  The Town 
consists of a prominent residential component 
providing accommodation to the 
approximately 9,000 residents.  Evident of all 
mining towns, Oranjemund has very well-
established recreational facilities providing in a 
variety of sports (cricket, rugby, soccer, etc.).  
Institutional activities provided consist of 
churches, crèche, schools, etc.  All of these 
activities are provided with the basic municipal 
services such as water, electricity, sewage, 
roads and telecommunication. 

Currently the Oranjemund Town Council, 
with the assistance from Namdeb Diamond 



 BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
BASE GRAVEL QUARRY ACTIVITIES ORANJEMUND (//KARAS REGION) 

3 
 

Corporation (Pty) Ltd, is responsible for the 
administering of the town, as well as 
provision of all municipal services to the 
community. 

Although Oranjemund was proclaimed a 
town it remains a restricted area until such 
time as Government Notice 97 of 2000 
(Declaration of Diamond Area No 1 as 
restricted area) is expressly withdrawn by 
Namdeb. 

THE BIO-PHYSICAL BASELINE 

The area around Oranjemund forms part of 
the Namib Desert habitat and is 
characterised by low rainfall, strong winds 
and fog precipitation. 

The vegetation in the Oranjemund area is 
part of the desert and succulent steppe, 
which forms the transition between the 
Richtersveld and southern Namib Desert 
flora.  The species of the desert and 
succulent taxa are adapted to low moisture 
supply and are able to endure strong winds 
and sand-blasting conditions.  The fog 
provides the necessary moisture for the 
plants to survive in this arid climate. 

The Oranjemund area and the Orange 
River Mouth are known for their important 
archaeological sites. 

The climate of the Oranjemund area is mostly 
windy, often cold and wet as a result of its 
proximity to the strong winds of the South 
Atlantic anticyclonic system and the 
associated cold upwelling of the Benguela 
current. 

The aquifer supplying Oranjemund with water 
is located 1 to 4 km east of the Oppenheimer 
Bridge on the north bank of the Orange River.  
Previous other studies showed that no water-
bearing palaeo-channels exist in a 5 km 
stretch that extends northwards from the north 

bank of the Orange River Mouth and 
approximately 1 km inland. 

The topography of the larger area is flat 
draining towards the Orange River located to 
the south of Town.  No permanent or 
ephemeral streams are located in and around 
town. 

The generalised profile shows windblown 
sand underlain by a thin unit of calcrete. 

The soils of the Sperrgebiet are mainly poorly 
formed, immature desert soils as a result of 
the extremely arid climate, low rainfall and 
high intensity winds. 

POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS 

• Potential noise pollutions due to 
construction vehicles and equipment.  

• Potential air pollution in the form of dust 
emission. 

• The potential damage to biodiversity.  

• Production of quarry waste produced as 
the by-product of excavation and 
processing of aggregates.  

• The removal of top and sub-soil to access 
the required resource underneath the 
earth may lead to the loss of organic rich 
soil and the forms of life it contains. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Following the screening evaluation, it was 
resolved that only a Scoping Assessment be 
conducted with the specialist assistance of 
an ecologist. 

The ecologist will assist in identifying 
environmental constraints specific to his area 
of expertise and propose mitigations to avoid 
and/or minimise negative impacts. 

As per the requirements of the Act and 
Regulations, continued public involvement is 
promoted. 
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Public Participation 

How can you become involve? 

Should you wish to take part in this Study and 
receive information on the proposed Project 
please: 

• Register your interest with the Study by 
contacting the Offices of Urban Green cc. 

• Submit your comments / concerns / 
questions with the Offices of Urban Green 
cc. 

All registered I&APs will be kept informed 
throughout the EIA process. 

Registration with the Study and 
submissions of comments/ concerns/ 
questions should reach the office of Urban 
Green cc by latest 06 August 2014, 
comments/ concerns/ questions may be 
raised with Urban Green throughout the 
Public Consultation Process and I&APs will 
be included as they participate. 

Please note: Only comments submitted in 
writing will receive responses and be 
included in the Scoping Report.  I&APs may 
call for clarification of details, but direct 
comments must be written or emailed to 
Brand van Zyl of Urban Green cc. 

 

Urban Green cc 
Town and Regional Planning Consultants & 

Environmental Management Consultants 
PO Box 11929 
Klein Windhoek 
Contact details: 

Tel: +264 – 61 300820 
Fax: +264 – 61 401 294 

Email: urbangreen@iway.na 
 

Please Note: The information presented 
in this BID represents the information 
available to Urban Green cc as on 14 
July 2014. 
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Oranjemund Town and Townlands 

Sperrgebied National Park 

NAMDEB Mining Area 

Orange River Mouth 

Site A 

Site B 

Site C 
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