Dear Georg, re your ‘nestbeschmutzer’ comment which is taken in good spirit. This is an interesting analogy but permit me to proffer another, perhaps more apt. In Zimbabwe in recent times the economy has all but collapsed, 89 citizens have been murdered in political violence, 200 000 have been internally displaced, 5 million are close to starving and 3 million have fled the country (the nest) to escape state oppression, beatings, rape, murder, unlawful incarceration, starvation and a whole host of other atrocities being committed by Zimbabwe’s Head of State and his henchmen (the family). Those 3 million citizens who chose to flee ‘the nest’ and speak out about the abuses and gross human rights infringements they were being subjected to didn’t do it to dirty the ‘nest’ or show ‘disloyalty to the family’ (country and government); quite the opposite in fact. They did it out of love for their country and concern for its (and their own) wellbeing and to cleanse the nest of the dirt deposited there by Robert Mugabe and his sychophantic thugs and securocrats. In similar vain, those concerned German citizens who opposed Hitler’s power-hungry ambitions could hardly be accused of ‘dirtying the nest’ or being disloyal. They too were trying to clean the nest of accumulated dirt deposited by the Nazis. Neither could opponents of Idi Amin, Pol Pot and Mobutu, nor the critics of the Boards of Directors of the likes of Enron, Krupp or De Beers be accused of disloyalty. It’s quite absurd. De Beers had dirtied its own nest long before you or I arrived at CDM. It was engaged in land-locking, overmining, price-fixing, anti-competitive behaviour, illegal mining, breach of contract and the use of discriminatory employment practices to mention a few of the dirty practices they were involved with. My testimony to the Thirion Judicial Commission of Inquiry, requested by the respected Commissioner I might add, was an honourable and genuine submission aimed at helping put an end to some of those damaging malpractices. In many ways it did, supported by the Namibian public and authorities at the time. Allow me to quote Justice Thirion here for the benefit of Oranjemunders who might be interested. “Despite the trappings and façade of state control, all aspects of the mining and marketing of South West Africa diamonds remain firmly in De Beers’ hands. This naivety and inability to conceive the possibility that a multinational corporation could stoop to any impropriety pervades the approach of State representatives on the (Diamond) Board and is not conducive to the proper discharge of the watchdog functions which they have to perform. The pretence of the multinational corporation that it is incapable of abusing its power convinces the unwary that there is no need for control. The protestations of multinational companies that their activities result in bringing prosperity to the host country reminds me of the sarcastic wit of the English Nineteenth Century moral philosopher Jeremy Bentham: ‘I am a selfish man, as selfish as any man can be, but in me somehow or other, so it happens, selfishness has taken the form of benevolence.’” The reality is, according to Justice Thirion, strikingly different. “The overriding objective of multinational companies is to make a profit and all other considerations are subordinated to this one aspect.” The mining industry is not self-regulating, nor could it ever be. It requires transparent, independent oversight; not a controlling body manipulated by the mining companies. At all times one should be asking the question: Quis custodiet ipsos custodies? Who guards the guardians?

Best wishes and kind regards.

Gordon   
